incorporated a system of entrenched community rights for Turkish Cypriots unparalleled in any other country and a heavy inefficient bi-communal structure. In November 1963, Cyprus' first elected President, Archbishop Makarios III put forward proposals for amendment to the constitution in order to improve the functionality of the state. Turkey and the leadership of the Turkish Cypriot community outrightly rejected the proposal. Intercommunal strife subsided relatively quickly and the Cyprus government at the time made all efforts to restore the situation to normality.
In 1968 the government initiated intercommunal talks with the Turkish Cypriot leadership under UN auspices for a negotiated agreement on a more functional constitutional system for Cyprus. By 1974 significant progress was achieved through the intercommunal talks but developments that summer interrupted the process, with devastating consequences for the island.
